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in the Diocese of Nevada 
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New Beginnings is a weekend retreat for middle school 

youth in grades 6-8. It focuses on the 2 greatest 

commandments: loving God with all of our heart, mind, 

and strength, and loving our neighbors as ourselves.  

 
 

 

 
 

The program begins on Friday evening at 7:00 P.M. and 
continues until Sunday afternoon at 4:00 P.M. Over 

the weekend there is a series of talks given by youth 

as well as adults, songs, skits, games, small group 

discussions, and activities. The talks and 

presentations focus on topics such as self, family, 

school, God’s love, prayer, and the Church. There is 

also time for fun, sharing, and creating. The purpose 
of a New Beginnings weekend is so that everyone who 

attends has the opportunity to learn, grow, and have a 

great time!  
 
Every New Beginnings weekend is staffed by a 

member of the clergy to help with questions, 

concerns, and spiritual guidance. 

 

 

 

 

New Beginnings is designed for middle school youth 
who are currently in grades 6, 7, or 8. High school 

students and adults serve as staff for the weekend. 

You do not have to be an Episcopalian to attend the 

weekend, but remember that the theme of the event 

What is New Beginnings? 

What happens on a New Beginnings weekend? 

Who may attend a New Beginnings weekend? 



has a strong Christian focus and that worship services 

will be conducted in the Episcopal tradition. 
 
In addition to the lay and clergy leaders who serve on 

the New Beginnings staff, both young and older adults 

who are interested in the Christian growth of young 

adolescents are encouraged to attend as sponsors.  

 
 

 

 

The role of the congregation is extremely important in 

a New Beginnings weekend. Adult presence and 

commitment to youth shows young people that they 

are worth the time and effort to participate in this 

experience with them. All congregations sending 3 or 
more youth to a New Beginnings weekend are 

expected to send an adult sponsor as well. There 

should be one adult for every 5 middle school youth 

registered from a single congregation. Youth from 

other churches are welcome to attend New Beginnings 

as long as the same Sponsor to Participant ratio is 

observed and a signature from their priest, pastor or 

youth minister is obtained. Youth who are not 
currently members of a church are also welcome at 

New Beginnings and should contact the youth 

ministers or priest of the local Episcopal congregation 

for sponsorship. 
 
Parents of youth attending New Beginnings for the 

first time should not be a sponsor at the same 

weekend that their child is a participant.   

 

What is the responsibility of the congregation? 



 

 

The next New Beginnings weekend will be held 

October 26-28, 2007 at Galilee Camp and Conference 
Center in Glenbrook, NV. Space is limited to 30 total 

participants (youth, staff, and sponsors), so early 

registration is strongly encouraged. 

 

 

 

 

The cost for the event is $100 per person.  Meals, 
accommodations, materials, and a t-shirt are included. 

Financial assistance is available. See the registration 

form for details. Please make checks payable to the 

Episcopal Diocese of Nevada. 

 

 

 

 
 

Fill out the registration form, sign the Community 

Covenant, and have your parents or guardian fill out 

the permission slip and medical release.  If you are 

requesting financial assistance, the scholarship form 

must be sent in with all the other forms. Otherwise, 

send all paperwork along with a check for $100 to: 

The Rev. Kathy Hopner, Trinity Episcopal Church, PO 
Box 2246, Reno NV 89501. Deadline to register is 

October 19, 2007. Participants who register after 

this date will be charged a $10 late fee. 

When and where? 

How much does it cost? 

How do I register? 


