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 The 2007 Nevada Legislature is now history.  The following is a report of the actions taken on bills 
 of interest to RAIN.  Attached to this report is the final matrix of legislation monitored on behalf 

of RAIN in 2007.  It lists only those bills that survived to the end of the session and were either enacted 
into law or were not acted on after having been declared exempt from legislative deadlines.  A summary 
of the bills having the highest priority for RAIN is listed below: 
 
I. Affordable Housing 
 

     Not as much was accomplished in this area as was hoped at the start of the 2007 Legislative 
Session.  RAIN had adopted a “Statement on Affordable Housing in Nevada” in February, 2007.  
After participating in an event called “Tent City at the Legislature” in February, 2007, advocates 
for legislation to help local governments provide transitional housing for homeless people in 
Nevada were hoping that the Legislature would pass AB 126 appropriating $20 million for this 
purpose (a high priority for RAIN), but it did not.  Instead, the 2007 Nevada Legislature passed 
AB 629, which allocates $1,000,000 to the Interim Finance Committee for allocation to local 
governments “to provide alternatives for persons who are homeless.”   
      The Legislature did pass AB 439, which was a high priority for RAIN.  In this bill, the 
Legislature defined “affordable housing” in this State to be housing that is affordable by a family 
earning 80% of the median area income where they reside.  They required any local government 
(city or county) that has adopted a “housing plan” in the master plan governing development with 
its jurisdiction to consider 12 separate actions that would stimulate development of affordable 
housing within their area and to adopt at least 6 of those actions each year.  The bill requires that 
on or before Jan. 15 of each year, the governing body of such city or county must submit a report 
to the Housing Division of the Dept. of Business and Industry stating “how the measures adopted 
have assisted the city or county to maintain and develop affordable housing to meet the needs of 
the community for the preceding year.  The report must include an analysis of the need for 
affordable housing within the jurisdiction.”  This bill provides RAIN with an opportunity to 
interact with local governments and the Nevada Housing Division to assure that the “need” for 
affordable housing is properly determined so that the number of people needing a place to live 
can be identified in the reports filed each year.     

 
II. Health Care  

 
      RAIN has advocated for an expansion of health insurance to address the needs of 450,000 Nevadans 
who have no insurance.  The RAIN Board adopted a Statement on Health and sup- 
ported AB 168, which would have expanded Medicaid and Nevada Check Up to several 
thousand additional Nevadans.  Instead, the 2007 Nevada Legislature enacted AB 629, which 
provides $1,200,000 to the Dept. of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to establish a program that  
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provides a monthly subsidy of up to $100 toward a policy of insurance purchased by an employee or 
spouse who is eligible for the program.  In addition, DHHS was given $500,000  
to develop an outreach program to assist eligible employees in enrolling in the program. 
      RAIN also supported AB 149, which would have appropriated $2 million to the DHHS for the 
purpose of funding prevention programs to help people avoid being addicted to meth.  Instead, the 
Legislature adopted SB 346 which appropriates $9,900 to fund a working group  
studying the methamphetamine problem in Nevada from the date the bill was enacted until Sept.   
21, 2007 and $90,100 to study the meth problem until Sept., 2009.  AB 150 was the principal bill 
to address the meth problem in Nevada, but it failed to receive the 2/3rds vote in the Assembly needed to 
enact the bill.   
       AB 158, the bill authorizing the Secretary of State to establish and maintain a registry of 
Advanced health care directives on a secure web site was passed, and AB 629 provides $200,000 to cover 
start up costs for this program.   

 
III. Criminal Justice; Corrections 
 

       RAIN supported 3 bills, which ultimately were enacted as AB 508 and AB 510.  AB 508 establishes 
an Advisory Commission on Criminal Justice, which has been given extensive  
powers to look at the sentencing policies in Nevada, the “effectiveness and efficiency” of the Department 
of Corrections and the Board of Parole Commissioners, the specialty court programs in the State, the 
policies and practices of the Division of Parole and Probation of the Dept.of Public Safety in the 
preparation of presentence investigation reports, and an evaluation of the juvenile justice system in this 
State.  Recommendations will be developed for consideration in the 2009 Legislative Session.  RAIN’s 
Statement on Prisoner Re-entry and the Statements related to creating a more humane criminal justice 
system in Nevada were submitted during the hearings related to this legislation.  RAIN should monitor 
the work of the Advisory Commission on Criminal Justice in the biennium. 
      AB 510 provides enhanced good time credits for good behavior, completion of educational and job 
training programs, and participating in programs for reentry into the community.  It also restores 
discretion to judges in determining the extent of any enhanced penalties to be applied for certain crimes, 
which should have the effect of reducing inordinately long sentences that do not fit the crime.  RAIN 
publicly supported this legislation, which includes some of the provisions of AB 416, which were 
amended into AB 510.  Hopefully, this legislation will result in some relief from the overcrowding in 
Nevada’s prison system.   
      AB 629 provides $300,000 to the Las Vegas-Clark County Urban League to fund a southern Nevada 
Prisoner Re-entry Program as a demonstration project to provide alternatives to incarceration for 
nonviolent offenders and to reintegrate prisoners into community life.  This bill also provides over $1.5 
million in funding for Adult Mental Health Services to provide support for the mental health courts in 
Clark and Washoe counties.  RAIN should monitor how these funds are used in the 2007-2009 biennium.  
 

IV. Social/Economic Justice/Funding Basic Services 
 

      The major piece of legislation under this topic was AB 478, which will put limits on the amount of 
interest that can be charged to consumers who use the services of licensed high interest short term loan 
companies.  It should stop the predatory practices that have virtually imprisoned some consumers in 
cycles of debt from which they cannot extricate themselves.  
RAIN supported the efforts of Speaker Barbara Buckley to get this legislation passed.   
      AB 629 has also provided $200,000 in funding to operate the statewide 2-1-1 system in the DHHS 
that provides information and referrals to social services programs needed by the citizenry.  
      RAIN provided written testimony against SJR 7, which would have put the initiative  

39 



petition known as TASC on the 2010 ballot.  This was the same position that RAIN took against the 
TABOR proposal in 2005.  SJR 7 was defeated in the Senate Finance Committee. 

 
V. Children/Families/Education 

 
      RAIN supported AB 147, which will limit the placement of special needs children under 6 in 
congregate care, such as Child Haven in Las Vegas, but the budget for DHHS includes funding 
for 5 new positions in Southern Nevada to recruit more foster care families, so that more of these special 
needs children can be placed in qualified foster homes.  This is an area that needs to be 
monitored by RAIN during the 2007-2009 biennium. 
       RAIN opposed SB 286, which would have allowed school teachers to have concealed weapons in 
Nevada schools, even without the permission or knowledge of the chief administrator or principal of the 
school where the teacher is employed (as required by current law.)  SB 286 was defeated in committee. 
 

 
VI. Other 
 

       SB 453 made Nevada’s program to deal with problem gambling a permanent activity of the DHHS.  
The bill was supported by RAIN, as was the initial program authorized in 2005.  RAIN should consider 
whether faith-based organizations could provide needed services to help problem gamblers deal with their 
habit, and if so, this information should be provided to the appropriate people in DHHS to be considered 
for grant support.   
       A bill that would have required a photo id as the sole means of identification to cast a ballot in 
Nevada elections was not processed in the 2007 session.  RAIN testified against the bill.   

 
.  All in all the 2007 session provided many opportunities for faith-based advocacy on principles shared by all the      
member denominations of RAIN.  In many instances, this message was heard.  Many thanks are owed to the 
dozens of people within the RAIN network that supported the work of this organization and its affiliate 
denominations.  Let us pray that the work we did will help the less fortunate among us.    

 
       Larry Struve, RAIN Advocate 
        June 5, 2007.   
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