
Diocesan Communications Commission 
Report to Convention, 2007 
 
The Diocesan Communications Commission (DCC) is a growing network of Nevada 
Episcopal communicators engaged in strengthening communications among parishes, 
worship communities, and the various formal entities that are part of our diocese. In 
response to a request which originated with Jon Paul Davidson and carried by Hallie 
Murphy, the Diocesan Council approved the formation of a diocesan communications 
commission at their meeting on February 3, 2007. 
 
In June, we established a routine of weekly meetings via America On Line (AOL) 
“buddy chat” and sent invitations to join us throughout the diocese. The initial invitation 
went to 82 people and included a rough mission statement as a start point: 
 
“The basic vision for the commission is to build a strong network to administer internal 
and external dialogue through sharing information, networking to support 
various ministries, and news to the media. Under the umbrella of the commission, we 
intend to include electronic (websites, e-mails, social networking) and print forms 
(Desert Spirit, Episcopal Life, parish newsletters, and worship bulletins) as well as on-
line conferencing to better connect our diverse diocese, and see where we can share 
resources to reduce overhead.  I believe we already have the passion, skills and tools 
needed to build a strong network, so let's talk - many hands make the work light indeed. 
Bring what you have. All are welcome.” 
 
So far, active participants in the DCC include: 

• Hallie Murphy, chief plate spinner and organizer 
• Jon Paul Davidson, Search Committee and communicator extraordinaire 
• Barbara Lewis, who we would be lost without 
• Karen Johanns, our “hip” connection with young adults 
• Rob McPeak, server guru 
• Karl Gustafson, new recruit and master of technology 
• MarJo Watts, Donna Murphy-Sharpe, and Norma Engberg - Correspondents 

 
We hope to formally organize after we build a consistent and committed team, complete 
with positions and our mission/vision/values statements.  Today, the DCC is an informal 
network with an open door policy: all present at any given time have both a voice and a 
vote. We have neither suggested nor set a target date to formalize the DCC. We do not 
have a dedicated budget, per se, but send our requests for funding to the Diocesan 
Council for consideration. Thus far, the only expenses incurred have been direct mail for 
the Search, and continued publication of The Desert Spirit. Those expenses appear in a 
separate report to the Treasurer.  
 
The DCC worked overtime this year in support of the Search Committee to maximize 
distribution of information during the Search process using the web site, electronic mail, 
weekly bulletins, press releases, and direct mail.  We also maintained the diocesan web 
site, published The Desert Spirit, and worked toward a consolidated diocesan contact list. 
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This year, our diocesan newspaper The Desert Spirit saw changes to publication 
frequency and distribution. Frequency was adjusted to six issues a year, published every 
other month, and the paper expanded from 8 pages to 12.  Distribution is intended to 
reach every household in the diocese, and the July issue went to 2,000 addressees.  An 
informal editorial board assists with content and proofreading via electronic mail: work 
we are abundantly grateful for.  The editorial board volunteers are: 
 

• Betty Ihfe 
• Linda Faiss 
• Jon Paul Davidson 
• Karen Johanns 
• Jim Edwards 
• Ed Lovelady 

 
DCC overview of work in progress as of July 2007: 

• Continue to build a consistent core network of committed communicators with a 
variety of talents from all over the state 

• Provide technology assistance to parishes through volume software licensing and 
informal training 

• Establish the Web Site Development Team 
• Establish the Web Site Support Team 
• Establish a consistent on-line forum for committee dialogue in lieu of expensive 

travel to meetings, go to http://oldmutt.com/commchat 
• Initiate contact and presence at all Mission District Meetings 
• Complete and maintain the diocesan mailing list for all households 
• Create a secular media list and distribute press releases to local media 

 
It is important to note the tremendous efforts of individuals who have, on their own 
initiative, helped parishes with websites, technology, and training.  We are especially 
grateful for the talents and time of the Karl Gustafson, Jon Paul Davidson, Richard Schori 
and Ed Lovelady in their commitment to communication.  
 
Submitted in Grace,  
 
Hallie Murphy 
Editor, The Desert Spirit 
Diocesan Communications Commission 
“Semper Gumby” 
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