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Last year we reported to you that Campus Christian Association’s Board was 

spending some serious time in conversation about the future of CCA.  This past year that 
focus deepened.  In October 2006, we called all of our corporate members* together and 
reviewed the history of CCA, shared what was currently going on and asked for help in 
envisioning our future.  In the spring of 2007 the Board met in retreat, led by Dr. Neal 
Ferguson, past Dean and Vice-President of the University of Nevada, Reno, and long-
time participant in CCA’s Friday morning Bible study for UNR faculty.  At that retreat 
the board members each took various assignments to explore the future of CCA.   

In April, Rev. Ruth Hanusa, CCA’s half-time campus minister for eleven and 
one-half years, announced her resignation in order to devote more of her time and energy 
to her other half-time job, that of chaplain for St. Mary’s Hospice.  She also felt that after 
nearly a dozen years, CCA could benefit from fresh leadership in the position of campus 
minister.  

Since then the Board has been discussing how to staff and how to fund this 
ministry to UNR’s students, faculty and staff.  One idea popped up immediately.  When 
the Friday morning Bible study group (UNR faculty and interested lay folk from area 
churches) learned of the resignation, they asked Rev. Hanusa whether she would be 
interested in continuing to teach that Bible study, funding it by subscriptions paid by 
those attending.  She agreed, and since then the Board has agreed to allow that group to 
continue to meet at CCA for a small rental fee.   

Another idea is in the works.  Rev. Karen Johanns, the Canterbury Club pastor, is 
interested in using CCA’s building for office and meeting space for the Canterbury crew.  
We think this is a good idea, and perhaps other denominational groups from CCA’s 
corporate membership will want to use the facility in a similar fashion.  Rev. Hanusa has 
long believed that one of CCA’s chief difficulties in attracting “our” (mainline Protestant) 
students is the word “Christian” in our title.  Unfortunately, “Christian” means right-wing 
Fundamentalist to contemporary college students, and they have not known that CCA 
was “their” group.  

While all this was going on, the ministry to and with UNR continued.  The Friday 
morning Bible study met and studied Matthew’s gospel.  Attendance was typically a 
dozen or more.  The Sunday evening student group also met, eating pizza and studying 
Matthew as well.  The second Annual Interfaith Baccalaureate service was held.  Students 
were counseled and encouraged.  The building is still standing and we have an Afghan 
student who rents our “back” bedroom. 

As always, you have the thanks of CCA’s Board, membership, and participants 
for your ongoing support of this ministry.  The Episcopal Diocese of Nevada has been a 
long-term and generous benefactor and many are grateful. 

        Rev. Ruth Hanusa 
 
* CCA’s corporate membership consists of local churches (one Episcopalian, five 

Lutheran, two United Methodist, three Presbyterian, and one United Church of Christ) 
and regional judicatories (the Episcopal Diocese of Nevada and the California-Nevada 
Conference of the United Methodist Church). 
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