
what truly comes from God.”
1 “...the process of preparing oneself for a significant 

decision.”

What wonderful insights these people have shared!  Their 
message is very clear - discernment has nothing to do with 
politics and everything to do with a personal journey of 
reflection before making a decision.

I invite each of you to embark on your own journey - pray, 
deliberate, formulate, discover.  The process of 
discernment applies to all of us - the candidates, their 
families, their current congregations, those who will select 
a Bishop and those who will watch from a distance.  We 
are here to call a Bishop.  Let us pray that we will do so 
with the Holy Spirit,  using discernment as our guide.

The Rev. Sandy Oetjen
The Bishop Search Committee

IS IT DISCERNMENT OR POLITICS?

The candidates are coming...The candidates are coming...
Actually, they have come and gone!

Yes, we have had our share of visits from candidates for 
President of the United States.  They have done their politicking 
and gone on to other states.  It is more than a year until the 
election, so, be assured, they will be back.

Other candidates have also come and gone.  They are the 
individuals who, after personal, family and congregational 
journeys of discernment have offered themselves as Bishop 
candidates to the Diocese of Nevada.

Note my use of  “politicking” and “discernment”.  I found some 
interesting words and phrases in the dictionary associated with 
politicking and discernment.  Under politics, politicking and 
political I found words and phrases such as “crafty”, “shrewd”, 
“prudently or artfully contrived”, and “campaigning for votes”.

Under discern and discernment I found words and phrases such 
as “to perceive or recognize”, “to separate (a thing) mentally from 
another”, “insight”, “keen perception or judgement”, and 
“distinguish”.

These two words represent very different concepts and as we 
approach the selection of a new Bishop, our focus should be on 
discernment.  The Bishop selection process is expected from 
beginning to end to be about prayerful, thoughtful decision 
making.  Where politics has the potential to divide, discernment 
is what should connect all within this Diocese in the selection/
calling of a new Bishop.  

Our Collect for the selection of a Bishop states “Almighty God, 
giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so 
guide the minds of those who shall choose a bishop for this 



Diocese that we will receive a faithful pastor, who will care for 
your people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen”

There is nothing in the Collect about listening to political pundits 
or talking heads! I don’t even see anything about election, vote 
or campaign.  The message is clear - are you listening?   

As I thought about discernment versus political decision 
making, I wondered how easily the concept of discernment 
might be understood.  Do “average people” know what is 
needed in order to discern?

Well, what do politicians everywhere do when they want the 
“pulse of the people”?   They take a poll, of course!  So that is 
just what I did.  I asked 20 people about discernment. (15 
responded - 75%, not bad!)  These 15 people have little in 
common except that they know me and they have email.  I 
selected them from family and friends.  With the exception of 
one recently ordained person, all are laity. They are overall a 
diverse group and they are walking highly varied faith journeys.  
Only a few are Episcopalians.  My question:

“Please define what the word ‘discernment’ means to 
you.  i.e. - If I asked you to approach a situation with 
discernment, what would that ‘look’ like to you?”  On 
the next page I have included bits and pieces of each 
of the responses because they have all said it so well. 

1 “Discernment means being able to understand...based 
on your own knowledge and experience and the 
knowledge and experience you are willing to gain as you 
ponder and research a matter.  In religion being able to 
discern...involves one’s knowledge of basic scripture and 
one’s interpretation of the holy spirit...”

2 “...to understand or dissect any given situation as each 

situation will have different avenues of interpretation.”
3 “...trying to figure out something or understand 

something.”
4 “Tactfully and analytically assess the situation...”  

“Approach objectively...”  “...compare and contrast the 
various ideas/emotions.”

5 “...to realize or discover.”  “...I would be looking for 
something, probably some understanding or insight.”

6 “...a set of scales where I weigh both sides or many sides 
of an issue.  However, that is not enough...”  “...taking it a 
step further, sitting on it, praying on it and sometimes 
even writing on the subject.”  “Discernment means using 
my head, my heart and my gut!”

7 “...with a good attitude or open minded.”
8 “...to seek in a situation what I thought was God’s will and 

best for my life.”
9 “I would hope to impart good advice, direction and 

inspiration.”
10 “...the ability to ‘see’ (or discern) what is happening...sort 

of a ‘feeling’ of picking up on what someone means or is 
attempting to tell or explain...”

11 “...examine the options and separate out those that are 
uniquely suited to me.  Then...prayerfully and reverently 
try to make a decision taking God’s will for me into 
account...”

12 “...thoughtful and careful deliberation...”  “...stepping back 
and assessing the situation before acting on anything.”

13 “...being able to understand what is not obvious and 
formulate a direction to take.   I tend to view the process 
of discernment more connected to our spiritual beliefs.”  
“...what God would want me to do...through the Holy 
Spirit...it takes an understanding and belief to discern


